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turned against him. In his youth Aurangzib had rebelled
and imprisoned an indulgent father and murdered two of
his brothers. The crimes of his youth bore bitter fruit.
Through his long life he was haunted by the fear that his
sons would behave to him as he had behaved towards Shah
Jehan; and his great campaign in the south was several times
frustrated by the treasons of his family. In considering the
character of Aurangzib, it is impossible not to recall another
great emperor, who nearly seventeen hundred years before
ended his days in the little island of Capri. Nature had
bestowed on Tiberius a commanding presence, a penetrating
mind, the power to lead armies and to rule senates. Humiliated
by his adopted father, betrayed by his wife, his daughter-
m-law and his dearest friend, he grew into a tyrant, evil
and suspicious. Yet had the murderer of Agrippina and
Drusus lived during the wars against Carthage, ho inight
well have emulated his kinsman and namesake, who on the
banks of the Metaurus saved the fortunes of Italy. Had
Aurangzib not been born in the purple, his courage, his
military talents, his frugal and virtuous life would
assuredly have won him high distinction; and the mur-
derer of Dara Shukoh and Sultan Morad might well have
left a respected namo, as one of the bravest and most
fortunate of the Moghul commanders.

No sooner had the news of their father's death reached
tho ears of the rival princes, than they all prepared for
war, Shah Alam, tho eldest, was at Peshawar and at once
started for the capital. Nearer than his brothers, he
reached Delhi first and making himself master of what
remained of the Moghul treasure, ho proclaimed himself
emperor. Azim Khah, who had at first returned to
Ahmadnagar, marched to oppose him with the Malwa troops
and tho remains of the grand army. At Zulfikar Khan's
advice, he released Shahu, so that tho Marathas involved
in their own disputes, might not molest him. Shah Alam,
whose kindly nature abhorred the fratricidal strife, offered
Azim Shah for a kingdom the provinces of the Deccan